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MISSION OF SIR MOSES MONTEFIORE TO RUSSIA. 


The following extract, for which we are indebted to the cour- 
tesy of the gentleman to whom the letter is addressed, shows that 
Sir Moses Montefiore left Petersburgh immediately after its date, 
in furtherance of the objects heretofore described. 


St. Petersburgh, Monday, 20th April, 1846. 


My Dear Sir,—I cannot leave this city, without first having 
the pleasure of communicating to you, that my intercourse 
with all the ministers of this government has proved most satis- 
factory. ‘To-morrow, please God, I proceed on my visit, in 
compliance with the desire of his Imperial Majesty, to several 
towns in which the Jews principally reside. After witnessing 


their situation, I have the assurance of the ministers, that any — 


report or suggestion that I may think proper to make, shall 
have their earnest attention, and a promise that my letter shall 
be placed in the hands of the Emperor himself. I have had long 
and frequent intercourse with the principal ministers, on the 
subject of the unfortunate condition of our co-religionists in this 
empire; and I feel confident that there is a great desire for 
their improvement; but I fear there is the greatest poverty 
among them. The most likely remedy for this evil would be 
their employment in the cultivation of land, and the establish- 
ment of manufactories ; these pursuits require capital, which I 
apprehend it will be difficult to raise in this country. I have 
been much pleased with two Synagogues, which I have had the 
gratification of attending during the holydays, with the consent 
of his Majesty, who was graciously pleased afterwards to 
inquire if I was satisfied with them. Both buildings were 
crowded with Jewish soldiers; and it was a gratifying sight to 
witness their orderly conduct and — devotion. The Haza- 
nim were soldiers, and the prayers, Parasa, &c., were extremely 
well read, and would have done credit to any Synagogue in 
London. I have received from the ministers my route, with 
letters to the several authorities; they have also been so good 
as to direct the Postmasters to have horses ready forme. Had 
my mind been more at ease, this splendid city and the great 
Rolitences we have received from every one, would have ren- 

ered a much longer visit most agreeable ; but my dear wife has 
been in delicate health since we left home, and this climate does 


I am therefore anxious to 


not agree with her constitution, 
return. 


| My Dear Sir, 
To H. De Castro, Esq. 


yours very truly, 
Mosgs Monreriore. 


We hope to be in England for the holydays, if possible. 


It is conjectured that Sir Moses Montefiore, having gleaned 
the information which he is now seeking from the various com- 
munities, and ascertained from actual observation what are the 
real wants of our Russo-Polish brethren, and how far others 
can and may interfere, wisely, for the amelioration of their con- 
dition, will then return to England, and lay the results of his 
investigations, (no doubt confidentially,) before a select meeting 
of those who have encouraged him to undertake the task, and 
whose position and opportunities render it their duty to co- 


‘Operate in every judicious scheme of national philanthropy. A 
memorial to the Emperor will probably 


row out of his con- 
ference with these parties; whether to be transmitted to the 
Emperor by Sir Moses in person, or presented through other 
hands, must of course depend on circumstances not yet 
known here. Meanwhile, the following gleanings, having more 
or less some bearing on the object of this mission, will supply 
their own comment, and save us the occasion to dilate upon a 
subject which is of such extreme delicacy, that in our ignorance 
of the precise facts, we might easily defeat our own object, or 
at least fail to advance the cause of our suffering brethren. 


Jenish Agricultural Colonies.—Our readers will remember 
the encouragement afforded by the King of Prussia to the Chief 
Rabbi of Posen, who, at an interview with that monarch, pro- 
posed the establishment of Agricultural Colonies among the Polish 
Jews. The Deut. All. Zeit. contains a letter, dated Posen, 18th 
April, whence we glean the following particulars. On the Rabbi's 
return to Posen, a commission, formed in furtherance of the pro- 
posed object, and having the Rabbi at its head and the Director of 
Police among its members, issued a formal appeal, demon- 
strating from the sacred writings and the Talmud, the lawfulness 
and the advantage tothe Israelite, of agricultural and pastoral pur- 
suits, those to which their former wealth and consideration were 
almost wholly due. It is justly said, that it was only when the 
Israelites became fugitives, and when the Crusades left them no 
alternative but to wander about, that they resorted to commerce 
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and dealing as their sole means of support. The progress 
of civilisation has worked a beneficial change: the Jews are 
now almost everywhere admitted to some of the rights of citizen- 
ship, (excepting in the Papal states and Piedmont), and the neces- 
sity becomes more and more urgent to rescue the poorer 
classes from the pursuit of hawking, and other despised avoca- 
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tions, and to direct their choice to agricultural and pastoral call-_ 


ings. Education is making rapid strides among the Prusso- 
Polish Jews, and a more extended system is already called for. 
Yet, it must be admitted, that agriculture has earlier and 
stronger claims than science. This view has been successfully 
disseminated by Chief Rabbi Eiger, assisted by the counte- 
nance of the King, who has sat various state-domains in the 
province for the experiment. Already, it is said, several hun- 
dred Jewish families have applied for admission as colonists, 
entrusting all their little capital to the commission of which 
their Chief Rabbi is the head. 

A considerable body of the colonists will associate at once, so 


as to secure due provision for religious and educational require- | 


ments. An experienced man is to be put at the head of each 
colony, and Christian servants will be employed no longer than 
their assistance is necessary, and until the colonists become ac- 
customed to their new mode of life. Commerce is to be ex- 
cluded; but the formation of capital is to be facilitated. The 
Posen econgregation has already subscribed 600 dollars per an- 
num, and the committee is assured of much more extensive 
support, both from within and without, towards this very pro- 
mising undertaking. 

At this particular juncture, this movement is of the highest 
importance with reference to the Jews within the districts of 
Russian Poland. 


Russian-Poland.—The light-tax recently levied upon the 
Russian Jews, for the benefit of schools to be established, has 
been imposed for three years only. The Jews of Riga, supporting 
their own schools, have been on that ground exempted from the 
tax. The following classes have likewise been exempted :— 
Agricultural Jews, soldiers, female servants, the very indigent, 
and those living in Siberia, Karamam, Krintehak, and Ka- 
rasubasar. 

A new ukase has lately been published, for the more stringent 
superintendence of the two existing Hebrew printing cffices, 
viz. those at Wilna and Shitomir, and for deriving a revenue 
therefrom for the benefit of the Hebrew schools.—Orient. 


Wiina, May 1.—Sir Moses Montefiore has rejoiced our town 
with a stay of some days duration, during which, he summoned 
the principal of his religious brethren, to deliberate with him 
upon their affairs, having the special permission of the Emperor 
for that purpose, Our town, as well his whole route, will re- 
tain many mementos of his benevolence. He went hence to 
Warsaw, there to ascertain, as he did here, the state of his re- 
ligious brethren, and to advise thereupon with the Prince 


iceroy. He will return from Warsaw to St. Petersburgh.— 
Konig. Zeit. 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS IN SPAIN. 
Notes taken on a Journey, by E. H. Lrxpo, Ese. 


The first settlement of the Jews in Spain is lost in the 
obscurity of ages, but no doubt can exist of its having been 
at a very carly period; for if the ancient Tarshish was a city 
of the Peninsula, as is supposed by many learned writers, 
some most probably resided there 700 years before the Chris- 
tian era; for, as we learn by the Bible, Jonah intended to 
flee thither, Now as that event was a century-and upwards 

after Solomon, whose ships traded to Tarshish, it may na- 
turally be imagined that some were settled there, for it can 
hardly be supposed the prophet would have sought refuge ina 
place where none of his religion were to be met with. There 
Is nO mention n the history of the reign of king Solomon that 
he sent collectors to, or received tribute from, Jews resident in 
other countries; and even if he did, it is highly improbable 
that he would have sent Adoniram, who “ was over the tni- 
bute,” to collect it in Spain. 1 should therefore be inclined 
to doubt the assertion of the Murviedran manuscriptof the 


: lumns, in 4 rows, (thus forming 3 aisles) ; 


authenticity of the mutilated tomb-stones found in the ne} 

bourhood of the ancient Saguntum, as any corroboration —- 
deductions drawn from them. Spanish historians gene os 
consider the immigration to have taken place on the desis y 
tion of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar, who had be “4 
wea in his expedition against Judea by Hispan, 
lary: on his return to Hispania some Jews accompanied 
a voluntarily, or presented to him by Nebuchad. 

Others state it to have been on the restoration to freed, 
by Cyrus, that some accompanied his captain named Piriys o 
Spain. Whether at the former or latter period, their early sett], 
ment is confirmed by Don Isaac Abarbanel, in his commentary 
on Zechariah, where he states that his and another fami) re 
sided at Seville during the second temple; and yet furthoy by 
the fact recorded in Spanish history, that, when a capitation tax 
of thirty sols was levied on the Jews residing in Spain, those 
of Toledo were exempted from it, on the plea of not being patties 
to the condemnation and crucifixion of Jesus, 

Some later writers assume the great influx to have takey 
place after the destruction of the second temple: one says 
‘* After Titus, the son of Vespasian, subjected Judea, many of 
those who could escape from the swords of the Roman legions 
or the flames that reduced the beautiful Jerusalem to ashes 
fled, seeking an asylum, some in the East, some in Babylon, 
some in Egypt, and the families of the greatest consideration 
were brought to Spain, among whom were the remnants of the 
tribes of Benjamin and Judah, descendants of the house of 
David.” The first Jewish settlers are generally supposed to 
have built the city of Toledo, which they had named Toledoth 
myadin: by striking off the last Hebrew letter its present name 
remains, although Hebrew writers of the middle ages. call it 
Tolitola, (probably the Moorish appellation given to it). 

The population increased so much, that they were obliged to 
extend their establishments, and founded the towns of Escalona, 
Maqueda, Cardahalso, Guardia, Romeria, Almorox, Noves, 
Nombela, and the present Tembleque, which they had called 
Bethlehem; this is learnt from an old history of Toledo, and 
in a great measure confirmed by the historian Mariana. These 
towns are said to have been built about 4 or 500 years before the 
Christian era. At Toledo three synagogues are yet to be seen, 
one within the city at the top of the street yet called Calle de 
la Sinagoga; it is a fine large building, entered through the 
yard of a house to whose owner it belongs, and although ad- 
joining, forms no part of it. The height preventing any story 
being raised above it, it is now cond as a storehouse, and at 
the time I saw it was so full of a winter supply of provender 
and fuel, that it was not possible to examine it minutely; and 
although the walls are covered with the most splendid arabes- 
ques, none of its other beauties are to be seen. ‘There is a recess 
on the East where the Echal stood, also richly ornamented in the 
same style; from which, if not built long anterior, it may be 
supposed to have been in the 8th or 9th century, when the 
Moors were at the summit of their glory in that part of Europe. 
The other two are on the outskirts of the city, where I was in- 
formed the Jews formerly used to live: certainly if that 
was the ancient Juderia, they had no reason to complain 
of their situation, for it is a fine airy spot, on nearly the highest 
part of the hill on which Toledo is built, commanding a fine 
view of the Tagus and adjacent country. The first is a fine 
large building, said to have been built in the 8th or 9th cen- 
tury, for there are no data on which to found the period at which 
this temple dedicated to the God of Israel was erected; the 
authors who assert it to have been about the above date, have 
no other foundation for their opinion than the interior deco- 
rations. Some state it to have been built by the first colony 
of Jews that settled in Spain. It is a fine large building, 
and the exterior walls are in good repair; the interior measure’, 
from the eastern door to the recess where the Echal formerly 
stood, 72 feet; there are six broad stone steps to ascend from 
the body of the building to the recess, which is 14 feet in depth, 
so that the whole measurement of the interior is upwards ° 
100 feet. The roof is supported by 24 immense polygonal co- 

the two nearest the 
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wall on each side seem to have been the breadth of the 
former gallery, 9 or 10 feet, the entire width of the building 
being about 45 feet. From the 
of the Gothic capitals of the columns, spring horse-shoe arches 
which support the roof; the height of it is quite dispropor- 
tioned to the other dimensions of the building; the ceiling, as 
well as the beams supporting it, are said to be cedar of Leba. 
non; the roof of the recess is much lower, arched and rich] 
covered, carved with arabesques, interspersed with gilding : 
although at present ina delapidated state, yet, from its solidity, the 
putting it into complete repair would not be very difficult, It 
was used as @ synagogue trom the time of its building until 
1415, when Friar Vincente Ferrer instigated and led on the 

ulace to massacre the Jews; it wasthen taken from them, con- 
verted into a church, and dedicated to Sta. Maria la Blanca, 
—I suppose in contradistinction to the same personage in the 
cathedral, who is black; but she did not keep possession of it 
as long as its rightful owners, for, on the French taking 
the city of Toledo in 1808, they removed her ladyship from 
her ill-acquired abode, and turned it into amilitary storehouse. 
Since their departure it has remained unoccupied. The re- 
mains prove it to have been a most magnificent temple. 

(Lo be Continued.) 


HISTORY OF THE JFWS OF WESTERN EUROPE. 


Mr. Angel, master of the Jews’ Free School, being one of the 
committee of the Jews’ and General Literary and Scientific Institu- 
tion, has just delivered two lectures in the theatre of Sussex Hall, 
on the above subject. There certainly has been no theme yet 
treated from that lecture table, more apposite to the purposes of 
the Institution, and certainly no lectures which have appeared to 
give more satisfaction to the auditory. The first part of the 
subject was a comprehensive view of Jewish history, in Spain, 
Portugal, and Holland. This branch of the subject afforded 
little opportunity to the lecturer, except to make a judicious 
— selection, and an orderly digest from the best authorities. ‘The 
painful character of the details, the only variety of which is in the 
manner and degree of the persecutions inflicted, produced 
rather a saddening effect upon the auditory, and the occasional 
comments interpolated by the lecturer, were felt as an accept- 
able relief. | 

The second lecture was devoted to the Jews of England and 
France. Limited as we are to the necessity of a brief notice, 
we give the preference to those portions which comprise the 
history of our own times. The history of our ancestors may 
be gleaned by any student, with ordinary patience; but he can 
scarcely avoid imbibing the views and prejudices of the histo- 
tian: not so, however, with what is passing around us, with the 
drama in which ourselves are the actors. Our own passions 
and predilections render our minds almost imperyious to the 
views formed by others, even when we tolerate the unvarnished 
expression of them. But, when the present is treated in its his- 
torical relation to the past and the future, and when our self-love, 
wounded by the exposure of our actual deficiencies, 1s soothed 
by the array of our potency to mould the future, we are won to 
listen to our own history as posterity will sketch it, and haply 
induced to frame our conduct as we would desire to have it 
sketched. It is these considerations which rendered Mr. 
Angel’s second lecture startling, and which might have made 
it still more useful had his audience contained a greater diver- 
sity of class and station. Those among us whose movements 
are note-worthy, and those who lead, as well as those who act, 
in all that gives form and character to the English J ews, were 
criticised and described for those who feel and obey their influ- 
ence. We do not say personally, or even individually described, 
but certainly indirectly so, in the sketch their impress on what Is 

come the history of our times. It is much to be -Tegretted 
that all were not there, to learn how they and their era are 
jotted down for posterity. We can hope to find space but for 
few illustrations; in some we recognize truth, in others it is 
less manifest; but all deserve to be noted, were it only to be 
corrected. 

Ater a rapid sketch of the 
England, of the traces still extant of such early 


earliest settlement of the Jews in 
settlement, of 
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rich engrafted Moorish work the rise of those prominent Jewish families, who have made 
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their banishment about the close of the 13th century, and of 
their return in the time of Cromwell, the lecturer alluded to 


their brethren better known and respected, and whose descen- 
dants now ie the stage. He then spoke of how much 
remains to be done for the correction of ancient prejudices, 
and for producing a juster appreciation of the Jewish character. 
He said :— 

By the majority of the people of this country, the Jews are re- 
garded as the prejudice and superstition of the past represent them : 
they are regarded now as they were estimated by thoes who de- 
lighted to offer their bleeding carcases, as sacrifices to a God oflove 
and mercy. The society of to-day would brand the Jews, because, 
after having been made the sport and contempt of eighteen centu- 
ries, after having been treated as the enemies of mankind, after 
having been bereft of every means of mollifying the hearts of their 
tyrants, they still venture to cast a lingering look of love on the 
ruins of their fallen greatness. ‘The career of arts and manufac- 
tures has been completely closed against them, and they are repre- 
sented as indolent! they have been taught by sad experience, that 
money only could procure protection or sympathy, and they have 
been pointed at as grasping, avaricious, and gold seeking! they 
have been hunted like beasts, trampled on and crushed, and if, in 
their agony of heart and mind, they have turned a reproachful look 
on their persecutors, they have been denounced as cruel, and 
even ferocious! And yet, while the Jew is regarded as vile, 
revengeful, and uncharitable, while his religion is said to recog- 
nize and sanction perjury to Christians, faithlessness, robbery, and 
murder; while he is charged with having no interest in the land 
that shelters him, except for his own advantage, because he prays 
to be restored to Zion—while such are the views entertained by 
even enlightened Christians of the present day ; and while writers, 
who are regarded as authorities, gravely tell the most improbable 
tales of their customs and the morality of their Rabbinical 
Writings,—what is really the case ? | 


The lecturer here portrayed the character of the Jew, in the 
relations of domestic life, in the discharge of duties to his 
neighbours of all creeds, and also as a citizen, whenever per- 
mitted to be such. What follows is a eulogy on our provi- 
dence for the poor: but that we will reserve as a wind up, 
after certain extracts more useful, though less complimentary. 

Passing from the character of the individual to the character- 
istics of the body of the Jews, the lecturer said— 


The Jews of this country, are a heterogeneous mass, from Hol- 
land, the various parts of Germany, Prussia, and Poland; each im- 
migrant brings with him the peculiarities of the land of his birth, and 
each contributes to form a whole that has little else but the bond 
of religion to unite it. There are few German Jews now in Eng- 
land whose ancestors have been settled here a century: the result 
of this is, that there has arisen a diversity of interests and a want of 
unanimity which have not obtained in other countries. We have 
had the German and the Portuguese Jews, with their separate 
Synagogues, separate ministry, and separate charities; we have 
had the various German Synagogues, each governed by its own 
laws, (often directly in opposition to those of another congregation, ) 
each supporting its own poor, each choosing its ministers and 
executive according to the caprice of particular members; we have 
had various educational establishments, each but indifferently sup- 
ported, because of the claims of the others, various charitable insti- 
tutions for ministering to the same wants; in short, wherever 
prejudice could maintain a distinction, it has been allowed to ope- 
rate; and the result is apparent. Want of unity has produced in- 
adequate support, inadequate support has contributed to indifferent 
results, and these have engendered indifference. ‘The spirituality 
which once distinguished Judaism, has been destroyed by that in- 
difference; the study of Hebrew, once so cherished, has become all 
but totally neglected; our women, once so deeply imbued with the 
spirit of their religion, once as ready as the men, to manifest, even 
to death, their attachment to their faith; what are they now? 
Exemplary wives, tender mothers, affectionate relatives; but what 
do they know of that knowledge which it should be their duty to 
instil into the minds of their infant children? The pulpit has been 
mute: the eloquence and fervour that might confirm the believer, 
guide the perplexed, confront the enemy, and retain the uncer- 
tain, have been silent as the grave. The humble classes engrossed 
in the pursuit of a livelihood, and, having no opportunities on the 
Sabbath for the awakening of those higher and more holy feelings 
which become blunted by the wear and tear of the week, have be- 
come quite insensible to the value of education, and hence the 
failure of our educational establishments and the retrograde move- 
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ment of our character. The developement of a nation cannot stand 
still; if it does not advance it must retreat. The humble classes, 
by far the most numerous among us, those who in their business of 
hawking come most frequently in contact with Christians; the 
humble classes, many of them foreigners, and imbued with their 
national defects, rendered still more glaring by the oppression from 
which they have fled, the humble classes have not kept pace 
with the rest of the body; they have gone back and have thus con- 
tributed to the maintenance of the vulgar prejudices entertained 
against the Jews. Nor must we attribute this solely to the hum- 
ble classes; they have not been taught to value education for 
itself; and how, therefore, have they been able to estimate it? 
Plunged in business they raise a business-like standard for educa- 
tion, and they ask, justly too,—what will it fetch ?”’ 


( To be Continued, ) 


Dr. Joseph Wolff-—The Augsburgh All. Zeit. contains a 
letter, dated Constantinople, 16th March, and addressed by 
General Jochmus,a Pacha in the service of the Porte, to Dr. 
Wolff, demanding a retraction of certain assertions in his 
romantic Bokhara Journal, to the effect that the General isa 
Jew, or of Jewish origin; and also that he had assured Dr. W. 
of his willingness to march upon Bokhara at the head of a small 
British force. ‘The General has likewise addressed the 72mes, 
under the same date, (see that Journal of the 19th May) stating 
that he is neither a Jew, nor the descendant of a Jew; a fact he 
desires to be known, because of the prejudice which still 
attaches to that nation. He writes very contemptuously of Dr. 
Wolff, whom, in his Augsburgh letter, he accuses of inventin 
the fiction about a sree’ 
might play the part of Peter the Hermit. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

The Chief Rabbi will not preach in the great Synagogue next 

Sabbath, according to custom, but on Sunday, the first day of 
the myiaw festival. 


Jews’ Hospital (psy ny3)—The Anniversary Dinner on 
Monday next, is likely to prove one of the best attended, and 
most interesting celebrations of the season. The Duke of 
Cambridge has signified his intention to attend the service and 
sermon in the Synagogue of the Hospital, previously to the 
hour fixed for his presiding at the dinner. 


The Jews’ Free School public examination is fixed for 
Sunday next, at the institution in Bell-lane, in the presence of 
the Rev. the Chief Rabbi and the Patrons of the School. A full 
attendance of the friends of our educational charities is due, and 
will no doubt be witnessed on the occasion. 


Sussex Hall.—Mr. H. A. Philips delivered a lecture on 
Wednesday, the 13th inst., on Aerostation. 
grams and a few experiments, he succeeded in explaining in a 
very simple and satisfactory manner the rationale of the ascent 
of the balloon; he traced its origin, and also explained the 
various improvements effected up to the present time in this 
branch of the science of Pneumatics. The lecture was listened 
to with attention, and elicited much applause. 


Synagogue to be rebuilt.—W e call attention to the letter from 
Canterbury, inserted on another page, and venture to express a 
‘hope that the small body of our brethren who form that con- 
gregation, will receive the aid they claim at the hands of those 
whom Providence blesses with the means to honor His worship 
in better endowed communities. The progress of railway 
enterprise, in destroying a synagogue, imposes an obligation 
to supply its place, which ought to be felt by many in these 
times. 


Manchester, May 14, 1846.—‘“‘ Dr. Kriiger has been elected 
to the joint offices of Lecturer to the Congregation, and Head 
Master of the Hebrew Association School. His inaugural ser- 
mon will be delivered in the Synagogue on Sabbath se’nnight.”’ 
_ We understand, that Dr. Kriiger has had considerable expe- 
rience as a teacher, and that he has brought with him very 
honourable testimonials of his learning and character; amon 
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e to Bokhara, in order that he (Wolff) | 


London. 


to the Synagogue at Berlin, where Dr. K. last he] 
ment. His election — — to an Engli 
was very properly made subject to his obtainin 

license Ai the “Rew Dr. Adler. This we think 
election of the kind, since the accession of our Chief Rabb, . 
and we cannot but regard the precedent thus set, as one of he 
portance. If an examination and a license—during good con. 
duct—are needful for the appointment of a pny, surely such 
precaution and supervision are no less necessary in the case of one 
who is to be the minister and spiritual guide of a whole congre 
gation. The occasion for such regulations appears too obvious 
to require any extended remarks upon the subject, and jit jg 
perhaps, scarcely likely that any new appointment of this 
Social and important character, (and we hope to see many) will 
hereafter be made among the united Synagogues, without mak. 
ing the Chief Rabbi responsible for the religious and general 
eligibility of all persons admitted as candidates. Many think 
that no less circumspection is pot ner as to the qualification of 
those entrusted with religious education in our public schools - 
and the prevalence of such opinions, in connexion with the jp. 
creasing demands for Jewish preachers and teachers, will, it 
may be hoped, ere long, encourage a more vigorous prosecu. 
tion of some plan for training young men for those vocations, 


d an appoint. 
sh Synagogue 


COLONIAL AND FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE 


AusTrALiA, Sydney.—An intelligent correspondent—the same 
who reprinted the earlier numbers of The Voice of Jacob, at the 
sstleadam hades us informed of the progress of our brethren 


' in that distant region, and assures us, that not only is an intense 


interest felt in the arrival of our periodical reports of what trans- 


_pires among the other scatterings of Israel, but that our occa- 


sional notice of their own particular movements is felt by the 
Australian Jews as a stimulus, and as an encouraging mark of sym- 
pathy, for the right direction of their religious endeavours. Our 
correspondent ingeniously applies the scriptural maxim—‘ Send 
thy bread upon the face of the waters, and in many days thou wilt 
find it,” substituting Syp (voice)—the title of our periodical—for 
pn> (bread) as in the text. He says of the Australian Jews, 
that they are generally alive to the duty of publicly supporting 
their congregational institutions, but that an organized system 
ismuch wanted. He hopes much from the appointment of Dr. 
Adler, as constituting— 


“an epoch of spiritual religion among English Hebrews. For 
too many years, we have been wholly absorbed in ceremonials; 
while nowhere has Jewish education been more neglected than in 
To succeed in his ministerial duties, the Reverend divine 
must devote his energies to the youth of our nation; mere forms 
are a poor substitute for piety......... Our marriages take place in 
the body of the Synagogue before the Ark, and the service is read 
both in Hebrew and English ab hikes Our respected Shammas, 
with Mr. Rintel, recently proceeded to the Paterson and Humber, 
to initiate some Hebrew children in the Abrahamic covenant. This 
was a labour of love. Mr. Rintel’s Hebrew School progresses: 
next year, he hopes to have a public examination of his pupils. 
Some few Jews from here have gone to China, and settled 
at Hong Kong. I have heard they are about forming a commu- 
Se ae Karly in 1846, the census will be taken. I will send 
you a correct account We are about establishing a Library, 
essentially Jewish, and are in hopes, that two or three of the members 
will undertake to deliver a series of discourses during our winter; 
i. e. after the Passover holidays. I am aware those who are com- 
petent are not so rigid and orthodox as to have weight; while the 
majority of those who would attend are not conscious of the ne- 
cessity of preaching, or of its beneficient results, but really view 
it as an innovation Mr. Solis, your American correspondent, 
touches very justly upon the want of union. It is so both in the ol 
and new worlds, nor have the antipodes escaped the contagion. 
We are all too apathetic Mr. Leeser of the Occident, - 
done the faith some service in his articles on ‘The demands of t : 
BORN. ws <5 Your review of Col. Gawler’s work on Syria an 
Palestine, my friend, the Editor of the Atlas, will reprint...--- 
Since I have written the above, Dr. Adler’s portrait has been re- 
ceived. Some of my old fashioned friends were surprised at seeing 
the worthy Rabbi minus a beard, a fur cap, and a Polish peltz; no 


& | being prepared for the appearance of a modern ecclesiastic.. -.--- 
others, one from Dr. Sachs, the eminent (orthodox) preacher | Mr. Phillips, ofour pybpn hasjrecently been aP- 
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inted clerk and treasurer to the district council of Paramatta; a 
t of honour and emolument.” 


[We have ventured upon the foregoing quotations, notwithstanding 
that our correspondent has not written expressly for the public eye; but 
there is so much of naiveté and freshness about his comm 
other language could do justice tothem. The passages omitted, are either 
amplifications of the same themes, or laudations of The Voice of Jacob, 
and illustrations of the success of its labours. The demands u 
warrant their omission.—Epbs. V. of J.} 


Jamaica, 3\st March.—“ The Dispatch” of this date, con- 

tains interesting particulars of a public examination of the Beth 
Limmud School. It took place in the synagogue of the Se- 
hardim Congregation, on Sunday, 29th March. The assem- 
lage was numerous and respectable, and the appearance of 
the children, both in dress and demeanour, were such as to 
elicit a very handsome encomium from the reporter. The pro- 
ceedings commenced with the offering up of a prayer, by the 
Rev. Isaac Lopes, and a translation of it was subsequently 
recited by one of the little girls. The Vigdal, containing the 
creed, was then chaunted; Mr. Isaac Lopes acting as volun- 
teer choir master. Previous to the examination, the President, 
Dr. Amos Henriques, (who, with Mr. Simon Magnus, is men- 
tioned as among the most active friends of the charity,) de- 
livered an impressive address. The examination comprehended 
Hebrew exercises, historical reading, grammar, arithmetic, &c., 
jin all of which the children acquitted themselves well, and 
much to the credit of their master, Mr. Abm. Judah. There 
were also several recitations, which gave great gratification to 
the auditory. Dr. Henriques next declared the  satis- 
faction of the assemblage with the proceedings of the day, 
and passed well merited encomiums on Mr. J adah, as also on 
Mr. Delevante, the Hebrew master. ‘The children concluded 
with two hymns, usually sung at the conclusion of the Jewish 
service. 


Jamaica, 24th April.—(Extract from a letter.) ‘‘ The last 
number of the Voice of Jacob received here, referring as it 
does in such handsome terms to the exertions made by the 
ladies of Jamaica in behalf of the Bazaar, and more directly 
to the very general and liberal support which we are likely to 
receive from your readers at home, has made us feel still more 
proud of our undertaking, and given new zest to those who are 
labouring for its success. Ata meeting of the Committee, held 
on the 20th instant, it was unanimously determined that the 
Bazaar should be held during the first week of next August, so 
that the generous contributions from England will be in time 
up to the packet which leaves in the middle of June. [am 
sure that any similar undertaking at home would meet with cor- 
dial support from Jamaica, Our Bazaar is certainly expected 
to surpass everything of the kind previously seen here. 

‘*The Jewish and Gen. Lit. and Scien. Soc., maintains its 
rank as the first of its class in this city. Dr. Ashenheim has 
just given an able and eloquent lecture on Respiration ; his 
object being to lead his auditory from the contemplation of 
nature, up to nature’s God. Our anniversary will shortly come 
round, when one of our most successful lecturers, Mr. William 
Campbell, will deliver an address. _ 

“ The desire to unite our Free Schools, increases daily : that 


accomplished, we hope to present an establishment which will 


do honour to our nation. ‘These indeed, are the proper meaus 

for elevating our national character. 
“ Passover has been happily celebrated; the attendance in 

both Synagogues has been larger than ever before witnessed. 


Hanover: The Jewish Seminary.—This undertaking meets 
with general approbation. Not only Jews, but Christians also 
contribute towards it. One of the younger branches of the 
Rothschild family, on passing through the town lately, sub- 
scribed 300 dollars.—Z. Z. WV. 


Atrocities in Gallicia.—The outrage upon the Jews men- 
tioned in our number of the 24th April, is more minutely de- 
_ Seribed in the Orient, since received. It appears to have been 

the Day of Atonement which the miscreants selected, while the 


900 families which the town of Snaythen contains were engaged 


entaries, that no | 


pon our space | 


at their devotions in the synagogue. Besides the children and 
old men trodden to death, several were seriously injured, es- 
pecially in jumping out of the window. The women were robbed 
of their valuable head ornaments, in the crowd, The judicial in- 
vestigation subsequently invoked, has, it is said, led to no result! 
—The conflict at Posdhayce took place likewise on the Day of 
Atonement, when the police magistrate thought to enforce 
the conscription during Divine service. In place of the magis- 
trate being punished for this sacrilege, it is feared that several 
Jews, now in custody, will be condemned to many years im- 
prisonment for resisting the authorities. 


The Polish Insurrection at Cracow, cost the life of only 


a single Jew, who, during the bombardment by the Austrians, 


incautiously approached the banks of the Vistula. Only two Jews 
are compromised. One is the banker, Wolf, who is said to have 
administered the finances of the insurrectional government, and 
is now held responsible by the Austrians for certain of the 
government funds, The second is the advocate, Dr. Krzepicki, 
who translated into Polish, a sermon which Rabbi Meisel was 
commanded to deliver in favour of the insurrection. Dr. K. is 
said to have rendered the sermon into much warmer language 
than that in which it was conceived. The mother of the advocate 
having died since his apprehension, he was permitted to attend 
the funeral under the escort of four Austrian soldiers. 


A correspondent writes to the Orient, that, according to an 
eye-witness, there are many Jews among the Tsherkesses. These 
Jews are probably from the Caucasus; they carry their own 
Shokhet along with them, and on one occasion, when he was pre- 
vented from officiating, they addressed themselves to the Cracow 
Jews for another, 


In Vienna, it is feared that, owing to the fanaticism of some 
newly appointed government official, certain laws, unfavour- 
able to the Jews, and lately fallen into desuetude, will be re- 
vived. It is known that the law permits only a certain number 
of (tolerated) Jews to settle in that capital. There are, how- 
ever, several thousand other Jews there, among whom, in various 
capacities, there are numbers of highly respectable men. These 
it is now threatened to expel; and it is evident, that such a 
measure would entail unspeakable misery upon many families 
who, under the laws of Austria—so oppressive towards the 
Jews—could not find a living elsewhere. 


Jewish Literati.i—We find enumerated in the Orient, a list 
of twenty-four Jewish literati resident in Vienna, some of whom 
are known far and wide beyond their immediate circle. We 
cannot refrain on this occasion from paying our tribute of 
homage to the following of their number, whose station, influ- 
ence, and literary powers, have been at all times devoted to the 
service of their brethren. Dr, J. N. Manheimer, preacher at 
the Temple of Vienna, stands perhaps unequalled among his 
brethren for pulpit wey basen A spirit of deep sensibility and 
imaginativeness pervades the pages of his Fae sermons, pro- 
ducing an effect on the mind of the reader seldom excited by 
other similar compositions.—Mr. Joseph Wertheimer, one of 
the wardens of the community, is equally respected as a philan- 
thropist, a Jew, and an author. His zeal for the cause of his unfor- 
tunate brethren, especially those settled in the Austrian empire, 
may, perhaps, sometimes have led him farther than mere pru- 
dence might dictate. Dr. L. A. Frankl, an eminent poet, is 
highly respected in eminent circles, His influence has on many 
occasions co beneficially exerted in behalf of his brethren, 


Medicine and the Talmud.—Dr. Handvogel, having to treat a 
theme on taking his medical degree, chose the Croup, and handled 
itin a manner to elicit the approbation of most eminent men. 
Ilis historical researches, included citations from the Talmud, 
wherein this dreadful disease is mentioned under the name of 
(Askara), which Dr. Handvogel derives from . 
‘‘ to shut,” *‘ to close,” (Landau’s Heb. Chald. Dictionary on 
the word 3359p), and explains it ‘* choking,” which is the same 
thing. —‘* On Wednesday (says the Talmud Taanith, sect. 2, fol. 
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276), the priests fasted to preserve the infants from this cruel 
malady.’’—The researches of Dr. Handvogel demonstrate the 
utility, in archeological grounds, of a translation of the Talmud, 
or at least of a work on that vast collection.—<Arch. Isr. 
Dutch Appointment.—The Minister of Justice has just 
resented to the King a list of six candidates for the office of 
Pibcareu-Geueta to the state for the Royal Court of Amster- 
dam. ‘The King has appointed Mr. Joseph Geoffroi, a learned 
lawyer of the Jewish faith, descended from a French family. 
The predecessor of Mr. G. was also an Israelite. —Jbid. 


Progress in Rome.—The Bremen Gazette says, that the Se- 
nator this year delegated to receive the Rabbi at Rome, did not 
answer ‘** Andate,” (go) to the request made for permission to 
the Israelites to continue in that city. Fora long time the ap- 
plication has ceased to be made on the knees, 


Malta, April 24.—Death.—‘* Died, calmly, at a quarter to 
12, on the night of Tuesday the 14th instant, Sarah, the be- 
loved, and ever to be lamented wife of A. A. Correa, after a pro- 
tracted and painful illness, which she bore with truly Israelitish 
humility ae resignation.—She was ever an affectionate wife, 
tender mother, and considerate friend to the poor, and was, 
during her life, esteeméd and respected by her co-religionists, 
who silently and sorrowfully accompanied her remains to the 
es. She has left an inconsolable husband, son, and two 
aughters to deplore her irreparable lost.”—Malta Mail. 


France : ‘‘Progressists § Conservatives.’ —Our last contained 
an extractfrom the 4rch. Isr., of various propositions made by the 
party of the “‘ Progressists,” to the candidates for the important 
office of Chief Rabbi over the 100,000 Jews in that country. On 
the other hand, the ‘‘ Conservative”’ party has been no less active, 
as testified by its organ, the Univ. Isr. The editor of that 
journal is himself a zealous and powerful defender of ancient 
usages; but he is not left to bear the whole brunt of the con- 
test alone, for we see the spiritual guides of various communi- 
ties, (departmental Rabbis) taking uf their pens, and, in a dig- 
nified and conciliatory manner, explaining their views of the 
obligatory character of those usages which the less scrupulous 
seek to abolish. It is gratifying to find functionaries whose 
vocation gives them the opportunity and the right to be heard, 
and whose ministration adds weight and influence to their exhort- 
ations, departing from the ineffective policy of passive resistance, 
and recalling the public mind from the alluring examples of 
the day, to the solemn teachings of history and ancient experience; 
from the licence of fashion, to the wholesome restraint of duty. 
Much as we advocate the pulpit, it is impossible to deny the 
force with which these pious men sontend, that the most elo- 

uent of sermons must be ineffective, where the hearers want 
faith, Much as we desire the amelioration of our public wor- 
ship, it is, nevertheless, indisputable, that mere decorum is not 
devotion,nor an abridged service necessarily an edifying one. Two 
common assumptions are combated in the columns of the Univ. 
Isr.—the first ‘‘ that the religion of our ancestors is incompatible 
with our present civil position ;’—the second “ that it is ex- 
pedient to tempt the indifferent to the synagogue, even at the 
price of certain concessions, and to sacrifice some points for 
the preservation of more important ones.” We have been 
too long accustomed to find the advocates of extreme “ re- 
form” views, the only active party in the arena; now, (in 
France at least), the representatives of the opposite extreme 
have entered the lists also, and, inspired with a pious conviction 
of the sacredness of their cause, they do not shrink from its 
public advocacy, but justify it in a manner which must win re- 
spect even where they may fail to reclaim from error. 

Our French brethren are commendably active in all that re- 
lates to the external interests of Judaism, as the following 
incidents testify. | 

Ibrahim Pacha and the Jews.—When the Egyptian heir- 
apparent was at Bordeaux, Chief Rabbi Marx, and M. Leon, 
President of the departmental Consistory, were presented to him 
by the Prefect of the Gironde, The Rabbi addressed the Prince 
in acknowledgment of the tolerance which out co-religronists 
enjoy in Egypt, and of the justice which had been dealt out to 
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them by his illustrious father, Mehemet Ali, in the 
Damascus calumny. The rev. speaker concluded by 
ing the Egyptian Jews, their schools, and their j 
the favour and protection of His Royal Highness, 
made a gracious reply, promising to be mindful of 
mendation. A conversation ensued, on the 
the Jews in the two countries; and it is 
able impressions were left on both sides, 

The Arch. Isr., from which we glean the above particulars 
alludes to the presence of Ibrahim Pacha at the levee, in Paris, 
on the Ist of May, and to the interest with which he was ob. 
served to regard the representatives of the Israelite Consis. 
tories, when presenting their addresses ; apparently astonished to 
find among them public functionaries, ollicers, and members of 
the Academy. Our contemporary calls on the. Central Consis. 
tory at Paris, to address the Prince in the same spirit in which 
he was approached at Bordeaux, so that the future ruler of 
Egypt may carry away some reminiscence likely to be more 
just to our religion, than was that sought to be induced by a 
Ratti Menton. : 


affair of the 
recommend. 
Hstitutions, to 
The Prince 
of the recom. 
relative positions of 
believed that favour. 


Spain and the Bc ~ ished Jews.—It is known that the Infay; 
Don Henrique, cou: to the Queen of Spain, a Prince spoken 
of as eligible for the nonour of her hand, is, on that account, at 
present staying at Bayonne. A letter of M. Alexandre Leon to 
the drch. Isr., describes a visit of the Prince to the synagogue 
of Bayonne, highly interesting from its associations, and the 
important principles proclaimed on the occasion. He was re- 
cognized, and invited to a seat on the Wardens’ bench; and 
after service the Rabbi was introduced to him. This judicious 
functionary improved the opportunity by an impromptu ad- 
dress, to the following effect :— 

‘* Prince ! On seeing among us a descendant of the Kings of 
Spain, we cannot refrain from testifying our regard for the 
country which our ancestors inhabited in other times. How- 
ever painful the remembrances suggested by that epoch, we 
experience none the less an especial charm in contemplating 
the spot which contains the bones of our fathers. And if we 
are not able to water them with our tears, we can still reflect 
with pleasure, that the country which first gave an asylum to 
the dispersed tribes of Israel, is again beginning to entertain 
that spirit of tolerance and liberty, which is the due progress 
of the times, and of which the presence of your Royal Highness 
in this temple is a striking evidence.” | 
| The Infant replied,—*‘* Liberty and tolerance are indeed the 
‘due progress of the times. Such are my sentiments, as well 
as those of eminent men of my country, with whom I have 
conversed. Jt is to be hoped, Sir, that we shall some day see 
similar ceremonies Spain.” 

Our contemporary dilates on the subject with much fervor, 
and anticipates the early approach of that time, when unhappy 
Spain will make reparation for what she inflicted three centu- 
ries and a-half since, and derive her blessing from that act of 
justice. He goes so far as to suggest the formation of a com- 
mittee, for the formal negociation of the re-opening of Spain to 
the Jews. | 

A Patriotic Bequest of 300 francs per annum, left by M. 
David Singer, an Israelite, has been accepted by Royal Ordon- 
nance ; it is to be called the Singer Prize, and, agreeably to the 
testator’s wish, it is to be given to the private soldier who, by 
good conduct and length of service, is found most worthy of 
the reward.— Univ. Isr. | 

Jewish History.—The Academy of History and Philosophy 
at Gottingen, has voted a prize of fifty ducats for the best histo- 
rical and critical work on the civil position of the Jews under 
the Romans, from Pompey the Great to the destraction of the 
empire. The period for sending in works is fixed for Septem- 
ber, 1847. ‘Itisa happy thing (says the Sabbath Blatt), that 
chance contributes to the knowledge of Jewish history ; seelng 
how little the Israelites themselves do for it.” — 


The Paris Synagogue, during the Passover holidays, w® 
not conducted to the satisfaction of our contemporary ° | . 
Univ. Isr.; but he rejoices that no more than two offering 
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were permitted to each party. On the last day of the festiy 
the Chief Rabbi offered up a touching prayer the 
success of Sir Moses Montefiore’s Mission to Russia. It is ex. 
pected, that the new Chief Rabbi for all France will not be 
elected before the ensuing holidays. A meeting of conserva- 
tives was held at Colmar on the 22nd April, in order to pro- 
mote the election of a Rabbi holding their views. 

The Christian and the Sabbath.—The community of Bolviller 
(Upper Rhine) consisting of about sixty or seventy families, 
could not find an Israelite eligible for the management of their | 
school. In these circumstances, the Warden applied to the | 
Director of the Normal School, at Colmar, and that gentleman 
nominated a Christian, who has now discharged the duties of 
the appointment for some months, with much zeal and success. 

He deems himself called upon to revert to the original 
Sabbath, which he now observes with the Jews, and performs 
his school duties on the Sunday as usual. And while his creed 
is not interfered with by his employers, he has, nevertheless 
celebrated the feast of Purim, in the Synagogue. 

The foregoing is from the Univ. Isr., and the facts, interest- 
ing as they are, will, we think, be found quite compatible with 
Christian principles. 


Fruits of Innovation.—Another melancholy consequence of 
the unfortunate dissension sown by the German Reform Asso- 
ciation, has lately shown itself at Treves. Rabbi J oseph Kahn, 
amember of that body, has endeavoured to propagate doctrines 
from the pulpit, highly repugnant to his more orthodox flock. 
The pulpit, whence instruction and edification should proceed, 
became instead an ignis fatuus, and the source of dis- 
graceful discord. The wardens remonstrated, but in vain. 
The holy zeal of the preacher did not allow him to stop in_ his 
career. At last an agreement has been entered into, which re- 
stores peace ; the pious Rabbi discontinues preaching altogether, 
without, however, renouncing the salary attached to that func- 
tion. The Orient closes the report sarcastically, with the wish 
that this example might be imitated in many other places. 


OUR LETTER-BOX. 
Canterbury, May 17, 1846. 
Sir,—I beg to call your attention to the following statement, 
and if you will be kind enough to found a paragraph on it in 


your forthcoming number, it would greatly oblige, as we are 
quite sure that your advocacy is calculated to promote the 


object we have in view. 


Canterbury has been a mbmp for quite a century, and Our | 
Synagogue, which we have held on lease for the last 82 years, | 


has just been taken from us for rail-road purposes. As lease- 
holders only, the compensation obtained does not amount to | 
more than one fourth of the sum required to build another. 
We are therefore obliged to apply to our brethren, to assist us 
in this emergency. Dr. Adler has already accorded us the 
sanction of his name to our Subscription list, and if you, Sir, 
will give us the support of your columns, we have no doubt 
we shall be greatly benefited be the legitimate influence which 
you exercise over the Jewish public. 
I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
J. Jacoss, Hon. Sec. to the Congregation. 


REVIEW. 
Six Discourses on the principles of the Religious Belief of 
Israel, by the Rev. H. A. Henry.—London: 8vo. 


The scarcity of doctrinal publications in our vernacular 
tongue, disposes us to regard with favour the attempt to supply 
the deficiency - and the book before us warrants the commenda- 
tion we are prepared to bestow. The writer, as is the case with 
many others of his class, has not had opportunities of that special 
training, which, among most other denominations, 18 deemed 
essential to the qualification of a public teacher of religion ; 
the attainments, therefore, which might be creditable to those 
enjoying such facilities, are doubly so where the lecturer 1s 


self-taught. Our author's preface is an exceedingly modest 
one, and 


exhibits a just appreciation of the duties and responsi- 
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bilities of his position. In recommending this little book to our 
Jewish readers, we add our best wishes for the success of 
of the author in his ministration. 


tirtemberg.—lIt is said that Jews were resident in Wiir- 
temberg even before the Christian era, This appears from a 
Hebrew inscription on a stone dug out of a field near Stuttgard. 
The stone itself, which was kept in the ducal museum, has since 
been lost, the inscription, however, has been preserved. The 
conjecture of this early settlement gains additional probability 
from the circumstance, that not far from the place where the 
above was found there had been a Roman colony.—Orient. 


A new Chi f Rabbi.—On reading in the German Jewish 
papers a report of the induction of a new Rabbi at Sonders- 
hausen, we are especially struck by the passage which states, 
that the officers of the synagogue were obliged solemnly to pro- 
mise, punctually to comply with all the regulations which the 
Rabbi should make. Among the instructions given by govern- 
ment to the Rabbi, we also find, that “* he (the Rabbi, ) has to de- 
cide all religious questions; in which he must abide by the existing 
ritual laws.” ‘* In all deliberations of the wardens on religious 
matters he is to take part, and is in this respect to be a member 
to all intents and purposes.” How many unfortunate schisms 
would be prevented if such laws existed elsewhere! 


Jewish Scholars.—The Sabbath-blatt, under the heading 
‘* The Age of the Prophets,” makes the following apt reflection. 
The wish of Moses that the whole nation might become prophets, 
seems in our age to approach its fulfilment. At no period was 
Judaism richer in scholars than in the present. Every Jew 
considers himself qualified to give an opinion on reform and 
anti-reform, though he do not even understand Hebrew. Judaism 
knows no privileged class, but rather requires information and 
science. Whenever there are party struggles in communities, 
the ignorant, who generally make the greatest noise, are the 
principal cause. How often is one tempted to exclaim, *‘ Is also 
Saul among the prophets ?”’ 


Jerusalem.—* There are at present at Jerusalem 2000 heads 


of Jewish families of the Portuguese minhag, and 300 Ash- 


kenasim. ‘There are still extant various buildings of the time 
of the second temple, but they are in possession of Gentiles. 
The Ashkenasim are quite free from taxes. There is a vice- 
consul of the Jewish religion; he is a celebrated Rabbi, his 
name is Rabbi Jeshaiah Burdaki. He represents our interests 
in the name of the Porte and Austria. As we had last year but 
little rain and a great deal of vermin, there is now a famine in 
the country. Wheat fetches 5 times the price it did last year. 
Besides this, there is also a great scarcity of water, so that one 
is obliged to pay 3 Polish florins weekly for a supply. So great 
is the general misery, that the wardens have been obliged to bor- 
row a large sum at high interest for the purchase of provisions, 
which were immediately distributed among the starving multi- 
tude.”” (Extracted from letters inserted inthe 7. Z. ¥.) 


Jews in Portugal.—In the year 1826, there were as many as 
2000 Jews in Portugal, 500 of whom were at Lisbon, They 
are mostly immigrants from Africa, and wear the costume of 
Barbary. Some of them manufacture Turkish slippers, others 
trade to Morocco, importing into that empire corn from the 
Portuguese colonies, and exporting from Morocco, gum, lac, 
hides, and Morocco leather. Some from Gibraltar live at 
Oporto. Others hawk their goods through the country, and are 
nowhere molested or insulted. The Jews of Lisbon have three 
concealed synagogues. One of these was for some time in a 
convent, and the monks knew of it; they also used a corner of 
the English burial ground as a place of worship. They are 
under English protection, and government kindly tolerates 
them. (Z. de J.) 


Tolerance in Germany.—This “ most enlightened country in 
Europe,” has hitherto proved one of the most narrow-minded in re- 
spect to its policy towards the Jews. Itis, therefore, with peculiar 
pleasure we notice the progress of liberal sentiments towards 
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our co-religionists, however insignificant such progress must 
appear to Englishmen, accustomed to eibotnded religious 
tolerance. We find two such examples recorded in the Z. 
de J. The one is given by the city of Thorn, which has volun- 
tarily renounced the privilege (if privilege it be) of prohibiting 
foreign Jews from settling there, and of excluding the native 
Jews from the possession of landed property. The other ex- 
ample is set by the city of Magdeburg. On the last anni- 
versary of the death of Luther, the citizens passed a resolution, 
that henceforth Jews should not be excluded from an asylum 


for aged, into which at the time of the reformation a certain. 


convent had been converted. This is the more remarkable, as 
it is only since 1807 that Jews have been allowed to live in that 
city. 

Bravery of the Eastern Jews.—The most distinguished 
generals of the East are Jews. For instance, General Jock- 
mus,” who distinguished himself in Spain, and last in Syria, 
against Ibrahim Pasha, is a Jew. General Ventura, in the 
service of Runjeet Singh, and afterwards of Sheer Singh, at 
Lahore, and who was the terror of the Affghans, and the be- 
loved Governor of Cashmere, is a Jew by birth; his name is 
Reuben Ben-Joora. J could name several others. General 
Jockmus told me, that he was ready to march to Bokhara 
with a detachment of 3000 European soldiers, if supported by 
the British government. After the Jews, the Armenians are 
the most enterprising people of the East.—Wolff’s Mission to 
Bokhara. 

Sanaa contains 15,000 Jews. In \}emen, they amount to 
20,000. I conceive the total population of the Jews through- 
out the world, amounts to 10 millions. —/ bid. 


An Impartial Sentence.—The widow of a Jew at Burgdorf, 
in the kingdom of Hanover, having embraced christianity, with 
the view of forming a new marriage, wished to have her two 
minor children by her first husband baptized. The executors 
having given their consent, the Obervormundschaft (magistracy 
charged with the superintendence of the interests of minors, ) 
opposed the design, and even appointed a Jew as guardian to 
take care that the children should be educated in the Jewish 
religion. Against this decision the executors appealed to the 
superior court of justice at Zelle, which decided that the ma- 
gistrate of Burgdorf could not refuse his assent to the baptism 
of the children, Upon this the Chief Rabbi of Hanover, Dr. 
Meyer, appealed to the Supreme Court of Justice in the capital, 
which has finally decided that the minors are to be brought up 
in the religion of their ancestors. (7. Z. W.) 


CERFBEER AT VERSAILLES. 


Monsr. Cerfbeer having one day arrived at the chateau of 
Versailles, to petition Louis XVI. in favor of the Jews of 
Alsace, found the waiting chamber so full of courtiers, that he 
would have to wait a length of time for the hour of his ad- 
mission to the king. The He was advancing, and Monsr. Cerf- 
beer, seeing that his turn was not yet come, began to say the 
prayers for Mincha, enjoined upon the Jews in the afternoon. 

his pious man having retired alone into a corner of the saloon, 
was saying his prayers with profound abstraction, standing, 
turned towards the east, his hands joined, when the usher of 
the chamber came to give him notice, that the king was ready 
to receive him. Without disturbing himself at the anger of 
the usher, or the reiterated notices of the chamberlain, who 


ran to tell him that the king awaited him, Monsr. Cerfbeer de- 


voutly finished his prayers ; and when he was admitted to the 
presence of the king, he said to him, “ Sire! there is but one 
monarch greater than your majesty; that is God! and it was 
in his service that I was detained.” 

The king, who knew the piety of Mons. Cerfbeer, and knew, 
also, that he joined to it the warmest patriotism, and the great- 
est elevation of mind, graciously received both his excuse and 
his petition in favor of the Jews of Alsace. 


~* This is contradicted by a Hamburg paper, which declares him a na- 
tive of that place, and of Christian descent. Since the foregoing was in 


type, Gen. Jockmus has himself denied Dr. Wolff's veracity.—Vide p. 136 
of this. number. | | 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTs. 


Mr. Moss of Sydney, is thanked for his valued serv; 
him, under this head, according to his desire, that the ‘pullication worm 
to has long since been stopped. Felerred 


"T17? VIN writes well; but in order to give weight to hi 
dicta, the sanction of a ‘recognized name would be needful. Heer’ 
shall be returned through the printer, if he decline the alternative, ones 


I. L.’s Verses are received; but having been obliged to dec); 
ec 
of the same character, we are unable to use them. . - others, 


Montego Bay ;—Our Correspondent presents a sad picture: w 
his letter too late for consideration this time. or FOCR Ved 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. __ 
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JEWS’ HOSPITAL, MILE END, 
For the Support of the Aged, and for the Education and Employment of Youth. 


fi Hae ANNIVERSARY DINNER in aid of the Funds of 
this Institution, will take place on MONDAY the 25th MAY, at the Londo. 


Tavern, Bishopsgate-street. 
H. R. H. The Duke of Cambridge. 
PATRON, IN THE CHAIR. 


VICE-PATRONS, 

His Grace the Duke of Somerset, K,.G. 
His Grace the Duke of Leinster, 
The Right Hon. Lord Bexley, 
George Byng, Esq., M.P. 

PRESIDENT. 
Hananel de Castro, Esq. 


VICR-PRESIDENTS. 
Baron Anthony De Rothschild - | 8. H. Ellis, Esq. 


TREASURERS. 
Samuel Cohen, Esq. | 


STEWARDS. 


Aaron Joseph, Esq. 


8. H. Ellis, Esq. 
I. B. Elkin, Esq. 


Sir Moses Montefiore. 

Benjamin Moses, Esq. 

J. H. Helbert, Esq. Henry Moses, Esq. 

Hi, Faudel, Esq. P. J. Salomons, Esq. 
Dinner on Table at Six o’Clock precisely. 


S. Sotomon, Sec., 2, Bevis Marks. 


EWS’ FREE SCHOOL, BELL LANE, SPITALFIELDS. 


For Six Hundred Boys and Three Hundred Gir!s. 

The Annual Public Examination of the Children educated both in the Girls’ and 
Boys’ School, will take place in the School Room as above, on Sunday the 24th 
instant, at Twelve o’Clock precisely, on which occasion the Rev. Dr. Adler has 
signified his intention of being present, 


(By Order) S. SOLOMON, Sec., 2, Bevis Marks. 


pay 
EWS’ HOSPITAL, Mile End, for the Support of the Aged, 


and for the Education and Employment of Youth. ames 
Wanted, a well-educated person as Superintendant to the above Institution. 
Iie will be required to reside in the house, and must be fully competent to — 
the juvenile inmates of the establishment. The Salary will be from £100 to £13! 
per annum. 
Letters, stating qualifications, &c. to be addressed to Mr. S. Solomon, Secretary, 


2, Bevis Marks, from whom further particulars may be obtained, and no application 
will be received after the 8th June, ensuing. 


{ R. ANGEL, of the Jews’ Free School, Beli Lane, thank. 
fully acknowledges the receipt of the following Subscriptions, in “oe 
of the case mentioned by him in the last No. of the Voice of Jacob, and respec 
solicits further contributions. 
Mrs. Barned, per 8.1. Joseph, Mrs. S. L. De Symons. 
0 10 0 Miss J 0 
8. L. De Symons, Esq.....-- 0 10 0 | Miss 
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